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The remaining 205
countries account
for around 40% of the
total mismanaged
waste, or about

A7 days.

12 countries are responsible

for close to 60% of the world’s
mismanaged plastic waste, or

around 69 days of overshoot for 2026:
China, India, Russian Federation, Brazil,
Mexico, Vietnam, Indonesia, Pakistan,
Egypt, United States, Nigeria and Turkey.
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In the first 249 days of
2026, plastic waste is well-
managed, meaning it is
collected and then either
recycled, incinerated, or
deposited in a sanitary
landfill.

Incineration and
sanitary landfills also
have limitations. While
this analysis focuses
on mismanagement,
circularity remains an
important complementary
lens for understanding a country’s
overall situation.

249 Days of Proper Plastic Waste Management in 2026

Allocation of 2026 Global Overshoot Days:

China (22.7 days) Pakistan (3.1 days)

India (12.8 days) Egypt (3.1 days)

Russian Fed. (5.4 days) USA (3 days)
Brazil (4.1 days) Nigeria (2.4 days)

Mexico (3.6 days) Turkey (2.3 days)

Vietnam (3.3 days) Other countries (46.8 days)

Indonesia (3.2 days)



